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Dear   Fire   Parents,     

Thank   you   for   your   interest   and   continued   support   in   helping    Louisiana   Fire   SC    build   a   
better   youth   soccer   community   in   the   Greater   New   Orleans   area.     

Before   each   season   begins,   our   coaching   staff   is   given   the   opportunity   to   evaluate   the   
development   trajectory   of   every   player,   in   each   specific   age   group,   with   the   precious   
task   of   creating   the   best   possible   environment   for   the   players   to   be   challenged   and   
flourish   in   a   team   setting.     

For   parents   of   2010   players   and   older,   the   idea   of   Player   Placements   took   on   a   new   
form   last   season   while   we   all   felt   the   effects   of   COVID-19   on   our   ability   to   operate   a   
successful   soccer   program.     

Now   with   a   full   season   set   to   be   accomplished   in   the   next   few   weeks,   we   are   excited   to   
begin   the   competitive   program   process   for   the   upcoming   season.   

On   behalf   of   the   LA   Fire   coaching   staff,   we   appreciate   the   opportunity   to   work   with   your   
children,   all   of   which   display   their   talent,   commitment,   work   ethic,   positive   attitudes,   and   
love   for   the   beautiful   game.     

We   are   looking   forward   to   helping   every   player   fulfill   their   development   potential   with   a   
placement   that   will   offer   maximum   playing   time   over   the   course   of   the   2021-2022  
season.   

We   hope   you’ll   find   all   the   information   you   need   in   this   document.   But   of   course,   if   you   
have   any   questions,   please   reach   out   and   we   will   be   happy   to   help!   

Sincerely,     

Hubie   Collins     

Executive   Director   of   Coaching   

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  



  

  

Click   Here   to   visit   On-Field   Player   Placement   Registration       

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

http://louisianafiresc.leagueapps.com/events/2244412-2021-22-on-field-player-placement-tryouts-registration


  

  

Competitive   Program   Information   

The   Louisiana   Fire   SC   Competitive   Soccer   Program   is   for   the  
interested   soccer   player   who   aspires   to   play   the   beautiful   game   
at   any   of   its   competitive   levels.   

Competitive   team   rosters   are   formed   through   an   evaluation   process   
with   criteria   for   selection   being   based   on   technical   ability,   tactical   
awareness,   athletic   ability,   and   mental   toughness.     

Each   age   group   will   have   multiple   teams   with   varying   levels   of   
participating   competition,   travel   requirements,   and   training   
commitment.   

Each   team   will   have   a   hand   selected,   professionally   licensed   coach   
who   best   fits   the   profile   of   team   aspirations,   commitment   level,   
and   group   personality.   

Our   goal   is   for   each   player,   no   matter   the   skill   level,   to   be   placed   on   
a   team   of   appropriate   ability   level   and   competitive   aspirations,   
where   they   will   receive   the   maximum   amount   of   playing   time.   

Competitive   Teams   compete   at   the   local,   state   and   select   
regional/national   levels   requiring   a   commitment   to   training,   
games,   and   tournaments.   The   program   is   year   round   with   2   
seasons,   one   in   Fall   and   one   in   Spring.   

Competitive   players   have   the   opportunity   to   be   identified   by   
developmental   academies   like   -   Houston   Dynamo,   Atlanta   
United,   FC   Dallas   for   boys   -   Houston   Dash   and   Lonestar   FC   for   
girls   -   through   our   coaching   relationships   and   partnerships.   
Players   also   have   opportunities   to   play   in   front   of   college   
coaches   at   our   ID   camps   and   Regional   Showcase   Tournaments.   

  



  

  

FAQs   
Q.   Who   picks   the   team?     

  
A.     Louisiana   Fire   competitive   rosters   are   formed   with   the   teamwork   of   the   LA   
Fire   professional   coaching   sta�.   Each   coach   submits   a   full   year   of   seasonal   
evaluations   in   addition   to   team   depth   charts   (for   current   competitive   players   
and   teams   U11-U19)   which   are   used   to   create   a   composite   development   
trajectory   for   the   entire   age   group,   in   conjunction   with   each   player's   
performance   during   on-field   evaluations.   La    Fire   Coaches   and   Coaching   
Directors   Bobby   Velasquez   (girls),   Keir   Hannity   (boys),   and   Executive   Director   of   
Coaching   Hubie   Collins   work   through   this   collaborative   process   to   ensure   
players   are   placed   on   rosters   at   the   appropriate   level   for   maximum   playing   
time   and   development.      

  
Q.   How   are   teams   decided   and   formed   at   U13   compared   to   U11-U12?   

  
A. For   rising   U11,   U12,   and   U13   players,   the   team   selection   process   follows   
the   same   procedures   in   which   each   coach   submits   a   full   year   of   seasonal   
evaluations   in   addition   to   team   depth   charts   (for   current   competitive   players   
and   teams   U11-U19)   which   are   used   to   create   a   composite   development   
trajectory   for   the   entire   age   group,   in   conjunction   with   each   player's   
performance   during   on-field   evaluations.   
  

However,   as   larger   rosters   are   needed   to   make   the   transition   to   11v11   
competition,   U13   is   the   first   age   group   where   we   no   longer   plan   to   form   
campus   specific   teams.   The   complete   rising   U13   depth   chart   is   used    to   build   
teams   based   on   players'   relative   competitive   level   and   commitment.   We   feel   
this   is   the   correct   phase   in   player   development   to   fully   integrate   age   groups,   
consolidating   the   development   and   competition   desires,   demands,   and   
needs   of   each   tier   of   age   group   depth   chart.    
  

From   U13   onwards,   players   may   be   placed   on   newly   formed   teams   that   train   
at   a   campus   determined   by   a   coach’s   training   logistics,   as   opposed   to   solely   
on   the   family   selected   campus.   We   transition   to   this   model   at   U13   in   order   to   
maximize   our   players’   development   as   they   transition   to   the   11v11   game   on   a   
full   time   basis.   The   roster   demands   of   the   game   at   11v11   are   di�erent   to   9v9   for   
player   development,   playing   time,   and   the   spatial   needs   of   each   training   
session.   
  

This   is   di�erent   from   the   campus   specific   model   at   U11   and   U12   competitive   
soccer,   where   our   primary   focus   is   to   ease   the   logistical   requirements   for   
each   family,   making   use   of   our   many   facilities   across   the   city.     

    

  



  

  

Q.   What’s   the   general   commitment   for   a   competitive   team?     
A.   La   Fire   competitive   players   are   expected   to   attend   nearly   all   training   sessions   
(2-3   per   week),   plus   games   and   tournaments   on   weekends   in   both   Fall   and   
Spring.   A   positive   attitude   and   a   sincere   interest   in   improving   skills   and   
understanding   of   the   game   are   also   prerequisites.     

  
There   are   2   levels   of   competitive   teams,   which   are   distinguished   by   the   general   
level   of   commitment   expected   of   the   players   and   the   level   of   league   competition   
the   team   has   entered   for   the   season.   Red   Competitive   teams   require   the   highest   
level   of   commitment   and   competition   level.   Navy,   Gold   and   White   teams   also   
require   commitment,   however   may   be   suited   better   for   multi-sport   athletes   with   
multiple   commitments   and   interests.     

Q.   What’s   the   schedule   usually   like?     
  

A.   Our   competitive   teams   start   training   in   mid   August,   2-3   times   a   week   
depending   on   the   level   of   commitment   expected   of   the   players.   Friendly   games   
with   competition   around   the   metro   and   state   area   are   scheduled   most   weekends.   
Usually,   each   team   will   play   in   2-3   tournaments   per   Fall   and   Spring   Season.     
  

Teams   take   a   winter   hiatus   between   late   October   and   late   January,   during   this   
the   high   school   season.   The   Spring   season   usually   begins   as   players   return   from   
the   high   school   season   and   will   end   mid   to   late   May   depending   on   the   LSA   
guidelines,   with   the   exception   of   U18   and   U19   age   groups   which   finish   in   late   
March   so   high   school   seniors   can   focus   on   graduation   prep.     

Q.   Who   determines   the   team's   travel   and   tournament   schedule?     

  
A.   The   Coaching   Directors   and   the   coaching   sta�   will   determine   league   
commitments   for   each   team.   Each   team   coach   with   the   help   and   input   of   
volunteer   team   managers   and   team   parents   will   determine   the   tournament   
schedule   for   the   season.   Competitive   teams   will   participate   in   2   to   3   
tournaments   each   Fall   and   Spring.     

  
We   encourage   our   teams   to   schedule   as   many   home   friendly   games   as   
possible.   League   commitments   will   determine   the   league   travel   requirements,   
with   50%   of   games   usually   being   played   home   and   the   other   50%   of   games   
away.   These   games   are   played   through   the   Fall   and   Spring   seasons.   
  

Teams   participating   in   regional   or   national   leagues   such   as   Mid   South   
Conference,   GSPL,   NPL,   or   National   League   will   have   more   travel   
commitments   throughout   the   year   due   to   the   makeup   and   locations   of   other   
participating   teams.     

  



  

  
  
  

Q.   Who   are   the   coaches?     
  

A.   Every   team   has   a   nationally   licensed   professional   coach   responsible   for   
the   team’s   training   program,   game   management   and   player   development.   
Over   the   past   few   years   the   club   has   developed   a   rigorous   competitive   
training   curriculum   curated   by   national   and   international   coaches   who   
possess   some   of   the   highest   coaching   qualifications   available   in   the   world.     
  
  

This   curriculum   is   shared   with   coaches   via   our   electronic   platforms   and   is   
discussed   at   our   seasonal   coaches   meetings.     

  
This   curriculum   allows   our   coaches   to   develop   our   players   on   a   technical,   
tactical,   physical   and   psychological   paradigm.   Our   technical   components   
work   on   players   ball   mastery   which   when   broken   down   aims   to   develop   a   
player's   control,   ball   manipulation   and   distribution   in   di�erent   game   
replicable   situations.   The   tactical   component   of   our   curriculum   aims   to   
develop   our   players'   understanding   of   the   positional   sense   of   the   game   and   
help   players   understand   and   recognize   how   in   di�erent   positions,   formations   
and   parts   of   the   field   the   game   demands   di�erent   skills   from   players.   The   
physical   component   of   the   curriculum   aims   to   improve   our   players   
cardiovascular   fitness,   their   agility   with   and   without   the   ball   in   addition   to   
improving   their   ability   to   meet   all   the   other   physical   demands   of   soccer.   The   
psychological   paradigm   of   our   curriculum   aims   to   build   our   players'   
confidence   by   encountering   adversity   through   competition   –   a   distinguished   
environment   that   players   need   to   be   exposed   to   as   early   and   as   often   as   
possible   in   order   to   learn   from   and   manage   its   outcomes.   In   addition   to   this   
we   aim   to   build   other   traits   such   as   humility,   respect,   and   accountability   in   all   
our   players.   

  
Q.   Who   are   the   managers?     

  
A.   Team   managers   are   parent   volunteers   who   handle   administrative   duties   
such   as   coordinating   travel   arrangements,   team   treasury   for   league,   referee,   
and   tournament   fees.   The   main   responsibility   is   to   push   weekly   
communications   to   the   team,   alerting   the   team   to   changes,   sending   
reminders,   and   giving   updates   on   the   weekly   schedule.   Most   managers   utilize   
TeamSnap   as   a   hub   for   team   organization.     

  

  

  



  

  

  

Q.   What’s   the   annual   cost?   Do   you   have   payment   plans   and   financial   aid?     

  
A.   We   project   the   registration   fees   and   costs   for   the   2021-2022   competitive   teams   
to   be   approximately   $1,365   for   the   entire   year.     

  
Here   is   the   breakdown   of   what   the   expenses   the   fee   covers:   
Program   Registration   expense   $250     
Training   and   Facility   expense   $1,075   
Louisiana   Soccer   Association   Player   Registration   and   GotSoccer   Insurance   Fee   $40   
  

Payment   plans   are   available   that   can   be   setup   through   LeagueApps   or   FACTS   
(tuition   assistance   program   many   schools   use).   Financial   Aid   is   available   for   
qualifying   families   and   players   through   our   LET   THEM   PLAY   Scholarship   Fund.   
Families   with   multiple   children   registered   at   the   club   may   also   receive   multiple   
child   discounts   for   players   in   recreational   and   academy   programming.     

  
Registration   for   the   Competitive   Program   covers   the   entire   year.   The   cost   of   field   
maintenance,   field   lighting,   coaches’   salaries,   and   insurance   is   all   included.   
Other   additional   costs   are   player   equipment   (uniforms),   tournament   
assessments   and   travel.     

  
  

Q.   What   if   a   player   isn’t   selected   to   the   team?     

  
A. It   is   our   goal   to   ensure   every   player   who   wants   to   play   competitive   soccer   is   

placed   on   a   team   roster.   Unfortunately,   sometimes   the   total   number   of   
players   in   a   specific   age   group   makes   loading   rosters   with   extra   players   an   
irresponsible   decision,   creating   an   unmanageable   situation   for   coaches   and   
players.    In   certain   circumstances,   we   may   o�er   an   “alternate”   roster   spot   or   
“pool   player”   option   for   certain   players   who   want   to   continue   training   with   
the   competitive   program   in   hopes   of   finding   a   permanent   roster   spot   at   
some   point   during   the   season.   Louisiana   Fire   also   organizes   a   recreational   
league   for   the   U11   through   U17   age   groups.      

  

Q.   When   will   we   find   out   who   made   the   team?     

  
A.   Rising   U14-U19   parents   will   be   notified   via   email   with   a   roster   invitation.    The   

emails   are   generally   sent   out   in   the   2   weeks   following   the   completion   of   the   
on-field   evaluations,   though   it   may   also   depend   on   any   outstanding   

  



  

  
competitions   in   the   age   group   such   as   USYS   Regionals.   The   Louisiana   Soccer   
Association   sets   the   o�cial   invitation   period   for   all   clubs,   though   they   have   
not   set   a   current   timeline   as   of   yet   for   the   2021-22   season.   

Q.   What’s   the   di�erence   between   the   Louisiana   Fire   and   other   club   competitive   
teams?     

A. Our   goal   is   to   educate   and   develop   our   youth   through   the   sport   of   soccer.   We   
believe   that   soccer   provides   the   best   education   in   all   of   sports   through   
teamwork,   confidence,   discipline,   character,   adversity,   and   on-field   problem   
solving.   We   believe   the   Louisiana   Fire   players   benefit   from   our   core   values   of   
Respect,   Responsibility,   Resilience,   and   Equity.     

Our   track   record   of   local,   state,   regional,   and   national   successes   are   unbeaten   in   
the   greater   New   Orleans   area   and   rarely   rivaled   across   the   state.   Our   
exceptionally   talented   coaching   sta�   contains   coaches   with   some   of   the   highest   
coaching   licenses   available   across   the   world   in   addition   to   coaches   with   
ex-professional   and   ex-collegiate   playing   experience.   Over   the   past   3   years   in   
particular,   we   have   tirelessly   nurtured   our   relationships   with   professional   clubs   in   
the   MLS   and   abroad   as   well   as   collegiate   programs   across   the   country,   in   order   
to   build   a   player   pathway   without   limitation   that   all   ambitious   LA   Fire   SC   players   
will   have   access   to.    In   the   past   2   years   alone,   we   have   helped   promote   5   of   our   
players   in   moving   on   to   full   time   MLS   Academies,   2   players   currently   part   of   the   
US   National   team   in   addition   to   more   than   15   players   graduating   from   our   club   
and   currently   playing   collegiate   soccer.   Our   current   club   players   also   enjoy   
dominating   the   Louisiana   high   school   soccer   scene,   with   many   players   and   
coaches   winning   state   championships   every   single   year.     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

2021-22   U14-U19   COMPETITIVE   TIMELINE   

May   31   -   June   10   

- State   Cup   Finals   Completed   
- On-Field   Evaluations     
- Team   Formation     

June   10-June   30   

- Roster   Invitation/Acceptance   Period   
- Registration   Opens   (Roster   Acceptance   Confirmation)   
- Registration   Deadline   
- Uniform   Assignment/Revisions   
- Uniform   Ordering   Begins   

July   

- Summer   Camps/Clinics   
- Summer   7v7   
- Uniform   Ordering   Deadline   

August   

- 2021-2022   Fall   Season   training   begins   

  


